To Office of Economic Regulator
Submission re Inquiry into sewerage and trade waste charging

I am writing on behalf of the Central Coast cricket Club (Formerly East Ulverstone Cricket Club) and
the East Ulverstone Football Club whom share the facilities at Haywood’s Reserve 27 Parsons St
Ulverstone.

The cricket club has approximately 40 members (2 sides) and the football club 65 members.

Cricket club uses the facilities from start of October till end of March, 13 hours per week ,3 of a
Thursday 5.30-8.30 and Saturdays 10 hours 11am -9pm .

Football club uses facilities April till end of Sept 2 hours Tuesday,4 hours Thursday, 10 hours
Saturday .Every second week no hours of a Saturday.

Sewerage

In February 2021 we received correspondence from TasWater informing both clubs via the Central
Coast Council that resulting from an audit of the facilities there had been a re-assessment of charges
in regard to ET’s .The audit resulted in a change from 2 ET’S to 5.8 ET’S, and was to be implemented
from July 1 st 2021 .There was also a retrospective charge backdated for 1% Jan 2020-31 Jan 2020 of
$1956 required to be paid.(this was subsequently withdrawn after discussions with them re lack of
communication and threat of media involvement).

This discussion also caused TasWater to advise they would implement the increases transitioning in
1/3 increase per year instead of straight up (again after Politicians and threat to media were
involved).

This sewerage increase commenced from July 1%t 2021 and then 1/3" increase again in the following
July, with the final increase starting July 2022. Sewerage charge for the % prior to the July 15 2021
increase was $224 and that has now increased to $682 .Increase of $1832 per year.

Our club total water usage for any year has never reached 200kl which includes ground watering
component .So the % of water usage going into the sewerage system is minute and the water
charges equates to 3.57% ($90 of $2526)of the 2 accounts in the 6 months July-Dec 2022.

For small sporting clubs like ours it is causing us to not be able to afford to stay at this facility, as
Taswater, electricity, insurances and ground/facility charges account for approx. $22k per year. The
cricket club share of $11000, needs turnover of approx. $20k to break even (13 hours per week use,
40 members) no small sporting club can afford this .Subsequently the last 2 invoices for TasWater
from the Council have not been able to be paid.

In the last 12 months 2 other larger local facilities (football clubs) have been audited and | believe
their increases are within the 10-20k per year.

Trade Waste

The trade waste interceptor was installed in approx. 2016 is emptied every 3 months? We have very
few functions that use the kitchen and upon questioning the contractors of the amount of trade
waste being removed he said “hardly even worth coming it’s obvious you are only using dishwashing
occasionally with what appears in the interceptor” .This charge is also a major burden on both clubs
finances .The days of big crowds at functions ,especially involving meals ,within small sporting clubs
have been reducing enormously in the last 2 decades ,so there definitely needs to be graded
categories based on volumes/types of discharge etc as Jacob’s report identifies.

Summary

The Jacobs review identifies the current sewerage charge system is an unfair and inconsistent
method and needs to be reviewed, potential flow is not what actually happens, far from it in our
case.

Trade waste volumes are highly variant depending upon the functionality of the premises and again
there needs to be a system that identifies quantities and types of waste being produced and charges
made accordingly, definitely a lot more categories for the lower use levels.

However this system is still in place till at least 1°* July 2026 and | am not very confident our 2



sporting clubs will still be in existence if these charges (and others) continue to be imposed, leaving
facilities empty as they will be too expensive to run.

Thus more sporting opportunities will disappear for our quickly deteriorating fitness and mental
wellbeing among people within our communities.

Regards

C. Wearne

Life Member of both Clubs

Central Coast Cricket Club and East Ulverstone Football Club.



